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Diversity and
inclusion

Connor Johnson
The Dakota Student

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Reverend Dr. Jamie Washington speaks during his “Eye of the Hawk” presentation on Monday evening at the Gorecki Alumni
Center.

Eye of the Hawk series continues with presentation concerning diversity
Sheldon Hatlen
The Dakota Student
The Gorecki Alumni Center
was at full capacity Monday
night, as Rev. Dr. Jamie Washington helped close oﬀ the third
day of Interfaith week; the Eye of
the Hawk Lecture. With Washington as the events speaker, the
audience was in the hands of a
trusting leader to guide them
through a discussion of diversity and inclusion.
Interfaith week is a collaborative eﬀort amongst a collage of
the University of North Dakotas
organizations to promote cultural awareness. United Campus
Ministries, Christus Rex, UND
Health and Wellness, UND Diversity and Inclusion, Campus
Ministries Association, Archives

Coﬀee House and UND Student
Organization Funding Agency
are all the names associated
with the week’s events.
“The Eye of the Hawk is

perspective, but being willing
to pull back and see the bigger
picture.”
Sandra Mitchell, Associate Vice President of Diversity

“The Eye of the Hawk is about having a bigger
view. Rising above what’s kind of right there on the
ground to be able to see; not just what you can see
from a limited perspective, but being willing to pull
back and see the bigger picture.”
Reverend Doctor Jaime Washington
about having a bigger view.”
Washington said. “Rising above
what’s kind of right there on the
ground to be able to see; not just
what you can see from a limited

and Inclusion, was one of the
big names who assisted in organizing the event Monday
night. When asked earlier that
day, prior to the event, Mitchell

Examining
cultural
differences

shared very similar thoughts as
to what the event stands for.
“Dr. Washington’s talk this
evening is really to give a sort
of a big picture view of diversity
and inclusion work in the United States and how this work has
changed over the past decade or
so.” Mitchell said. “Those of us
currently doing the work to be
inclusive really think about how
a lecture like Dr. Washington’s
will be a great introduction the
next round of the work ahead of
us.”
The event was speciﬁcally
held in the Gransberg room of
the building. There was a second room reserved for those
who could not ﬁnd space inside;
this proved to be quite beneﬁ-
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Cheyenne Defender presents a talk on the Baha’i faith
during Interfaith week at the River Valley room in the
Memorial Union.

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
UND men’s basketball player Quinton Hooker poses for a
photo at the Betty Englested Sioux Center.

The University of North
Dakota participated in an
online seminar Tuesday,
January 31, in the Memorial Union Lecture Bowl. The
seminar, part of the school’s
Interfaith Week, discussed
the issues that Muslim staff
and students face against
racist and islamophobic acts
of violence and discrimination, and how to help make
them more comfortable.
The seminar was hosted
by Farzana Nayani, founder
of the independent training
organization Culturnative,
and whose mother is from
the Phillippines and her
father from Pakistan. From
Los Angeles, she started the
90 minute
program
“As a
introducing some
result of media
basics to
representation
the Islam
and
religion,
commonplace
and subserhetoric,
quently the
Muslims...
overview
continue to
of Islamophobia.
be subject to
“As a
widespread
result of
racial proﬁling,
media rephate crimes,
resentation
suspicion
and
and combullying.”
monplace
rhetoric,”
said NayFarzana
ani. “MusNayani
lims…
continue
to be subject to widespread
racial profiling, hate crimes,
suspicion and bullying.”
Indeed, as a result of
current events, hate crimes
toward the Muslim community have seemingly escalated, with the shooting of a
mosque in Quebec City, and
the arson of another in Texas.
An earlier case occurred in
Grand Forks itself; in 2015,
the Somali-owned Juba Coffee was set on fire, causing
$90,000 in damage.
One issue that Nayani
pointed out was subtle, even
unintentional hostile messages, known as microaggressions. These microaggressions can range from
endorsing stereotypes to
alienation. The first step in
addressing
microaggressions, according to Nayani,
is recognizing it, and avoiding using it. Alongside this,
Nayani offers more strategies for addressing Islamophobia in the college community, such as including
it with anti-racist and antibullying material, and to not
single out Muslim students
on potentially sensitive subjects like the September 11
attacks. She encourages students to get to know Muslim
colleagues, and take action
to defend them if need be.
For Muslim students,
Nayani offers the use of a
system called CHATS- Counter, Hide (withdraw from
the situation), Ask for help,
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cial, do to the high quantity of attendees.
As students, staﬀ, and
locals either mingled in
the lounge or struggled to
ﬁnd seating, Washington
sat alone in a seat closest to the stage. When the
presentation was ready to
begin, University President Kennedy stepped up
to the podium to introduce Washington.
Washington decided to
deliver his information on
the same level as the audience he was presenting to;
refusing the podium the
university had set up for
the event. From the time
the event began until the
last person had left, Washington was commanding
the room.
Using his time to eﬃciently, Washington incorporated activities to get
his audience to interact
with one another as well
as advance the discussion.
Even though at surface
level, these activities were
fairly basic, they proved to
be quite pivotal to what he
was trying to accomplish.
“The overall purpose
is we’re an educational
institution, and so we
should be learning about
big topics.” Mitchell said.
“It’s about exposure, it’s
about having someone
coming in who has got a
national or in some cases,
international view to discuss with us about these
big topics.”
During his presentation Washington talked in
depth about the injustice
of exclusion.
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Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Reverend Dr. Jamie Washington leads the audience of his “Eye of the Hawk” presentation in an exercise
Monday evening at the Gorecki Alumni Center.

“I believe people experience the most injustice
within spaces they’re most
disappointed.” Washington said. “Saying we value
inclusion, but when discussions come up in the
classroom, students fall
silent; it’s the lack of capacity to engage. Where
people aren’t feeling included, is where I feel
we’re the most excluded.”
The energy at the Gorecki was high for the entirety of the night, because of
the activities the audience
participated in. Managing
to keep the discussion optimistic, Washington was
also able maintain focus
on the overall purpose of
the event.
When asked about

why he feels so passionate
about the topic of diversity and inclusion, Washington’s answer was met
with empathy and understanding.
“Throughout my life,
I’ve experienced what it’s
been like to be excluded.”
Washington said. “Whether it was about size, color
or sexual orientation, I
have those experiences to
look back on.”
Like
Washington,
Mitchell believes work is
essential part of inclusion.
Without the proper work
and attention it deserves,
inclusion will never happen. Mitchell feels the
gravity of inclusion is too
important for anyone ignore.

“Equity is an important piece of the work that
I do, but I’m an educator
at heart.” Mitchell said.
“What I believe in doing
is educating everyone,
not just educating a small
groups.”
Washington ﬁnished
oﬀ his discussion by assigning everyone in the
room a task. He had asked
everyone to practice what
they do best while communicating with others, as
well as encouraging others to participate in discussions about diversity
and inclusion.
After the presentation,
students stuck around for
pictures with Washington. He was very grateful
he had the opportunity to

speak for the Eye of the
Hawk lecture.
“I know that the ﬁrst
person who came had a
great experience.” Washington said. “It my hopes
that it would be a similar
experience for me as well,
and it was, the energy and
participation was great.”
For future Interfaith
week events, there are
posters and ﬂyers put up
across campus, or go to
www.und.edu and search
“Interfaith week.”

Sheldon Hatlen is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
sheldon.hatlen@und.edu
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International vigil
Students, staﬀ and faculty hold vigil prior to “Eye of the Hawk” event to support international students

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Dakota Student news editor Matt Eidson interviews UND student Bo
Lauckner (right) who attended a vigil for international students on Monday afternoon.

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Honors Program associate director Robin David (rear) holds her daughter
during a vigil for UND international students on Monday afternoon outside
the Gorecki Alumni Center.
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Trump announces nomination for America’s next Supreme Court Justice
Liz Kacher
The Dakota Student
An important moment
in history occurred Tuesday night, Jan. 31, when
President Trump revealed
his nomination to the
United States Supreme
Court. Judge Neil Gorsuch
will be taking the vacant
seat held by Justice Antonin Scalia, who passed
away last February.
The vacant seat has
been a controversial topic
between the Republicans
and Democrats during the
last year of former President Obama’s administration. President Trump
pick doesn’t automatically
ﬁll the vacant position.
The nominee must be approved by the Senate’s
Judiciary Committee and
then voted on by the entire
Senate.

President Obama nominated Judge Merrick Garland on March 16, but the
Republican majority in the
Senate blocked his pick
in the ﬁnal months of his
administration. The reason for the delay stemmed
from the notion that the
impending election was
too close for President
Obama to appoint a new
judge.
This left the Supreme
Court Justices as a 4-4 split
of conservative and progressive attitudes. Should
Neil Gorsuch receive the
approval of the Senate, the
Supreme Court will see
the balance shift toward
conservative ideals. The
nominee chosen to ﬁll Justice Scalia’s seat will greatly inﬂuence the future of
the American people.
The responsibility to
appoint a new judge fell
into the hands of Presi-

dent Trump. The appointment of a new judge to the
court is an important moment He made a promise
to the American people
that he would appoint the
best judge possible for the
Supreme Court.
“Millions of voters said
this was the single most
important issue for them
when they voted for me
for president,” Trump
said. “I am a man of my
word.”
President Trump wants
to evade the problems
former President Obama
faced when he nominated Judge Garland to
the court. Speaking at the
White House on Wednesday, President Trump
encouraged
Republican
leaders to “go nuclear” if
the Democrats move to
block his nominee.
According to NBC
News, Republican Major-

ity Leader Mitch McConnell stressed how he was
conﬁdent in the conﬁrmation of Gorsuch, but declined to say if he would
consider the “nuclear option” proposed by President Trump.
Trump said Gorsuch
should receive a ‘unanimous endorsement’ from
Democratic and Republican senators alike, because
he was conﬁdent Gorsuch
will be a great justice.
Gorsuch is currently a
federal appellate judge of
the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 10th Circuit in Denver. If he is conﬁrmed by
the Senate, the Republicans will have a Scalia-like
judge to ensure rulings
continue in the conservative tradition in the future.
Although the president
is central to the law-making process, the Supreme
Court serves as the highest

court and the ﬁnal interpreter of the U.S. constitution. Rulings made by the
Supreme Court include
issues like abortion, civil
rights and the death penalty.
Rulings by the Supreme Court have been
made at the university level as well. Most recently in
June, the Supreme Court
upheld a University of
Texas admission plan that
allowed race and ethnicity
to be considered as a factor
for admission, according
to the New York Times.
Typically, the Supreme
Court takes on the most
diﬃcult cases, with implications that go far beyond
the parties involved in the
dispute. Gorsuch spoke
about the role of judges
following the nomination
made by President Trump
on Tuesday.
“It is the role of judg-

es to apply, not alter, the
work of the people’s representatives,”
Gorsuch
said. “A judge who likes
every outcome he reaches
is very likely a bad judge,
stretching for results he
prefers rather than those
the law demands.”
The upcoming months
will see whether or not
President Trump is able to
keep his promise regarding the vacancy in the Supreme Court.

Liz Kacher is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
mary.kacher@und.edu

Exploring culture
Interfaith week discusses faiths, including Muslim culture

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Nabil Suleiman, associate professor of civil engineering, serves rice during a “Lunch with a Muslim” event in the Memorial Union as
part of Interfaith week.

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
Roy Harr (right) listens as Marina Khan (left) speaks during the “Lunch With A Muslim” Interfait week event Tuesday afternoon in
the Memorial Union.
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make the topic a Teachable moment, and bring
up Similarities to other
issues. She also encourages outreach to the local mosque, as well as
the Muslim Students
Association and International Student Services.
UND
Interfaith
Week is funded by
United Campus Ministries and the Campus
Ministries Association,
Christus Rex, Archives
Coffee House, UND
Health
&
Wellness,
UND Diversity & Inclusion, and UND Student
Organization
Funding Agency. The local
mosque, Islamic Center
of Grand Forks, is located at 2122 17th Avenue South by the Red
River High School.
Fazana Nayani presented
the
seminar
through
PaperClip
Communications, and
she can be reached at
fazana@culturnative.
com.

Connor Johnson is a staff writer for
The Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
cljohnson317@gmail.com
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Ignorance isn’t bliss
When it comes to ﬁrearm safety

Brendan McCabe
Dakota Student
A few years ago in
western Minnesota, I
was duck hunting in a
swamp with a younger
cousin of mine who had
almost no experience in
the field. It had been a
fairly slow morning, and
it’s times like this that
people become bored,
tired and dangerous.
We were standing
side by side in waist
deep water and muck
waiting for birds when
I looked over to my
cousin and saw the barrel of a shotgun pointed
squarely at my face.
In the midmorning
dullness, he had absentmindedly lowered
the firearm from its safe
upward position to the
crook of his arm, accidentally putting the
muzzle on a collision
course with my cranium.
After a stern scolding, I had the young man
trade spots with me. If
his arms grew tired the
barrel slipped, it would
be safely pointed over
the marsh and not at
myself.
He was new to hunting, he had not quite
gotten the hang of walking through the thick
mud of a bog. My cousin
handed me his shotgun so he could wade
through
the
swamp
more easily. Upon taking it from him, I noticed
that the gun had been on
fire the entire time. One
unintended pull of the
trigger would have ended my life that day.
With all of the high
profile gun violence
that’s been plaguing the
United States, tensions
between pro-gun and
anti-gun parties are at
an all-time high. It can
be quite difficult to find
someone in the middle
ground of the gun control debate, as it seems
people either place all of
their faith in the Second
Amendment or believe
no one should possess
a gun. No matter which
side of the scale individuals are on, I believe
there is one facet we can
all agree on: gun safety
is a top priority.
This is not an article
that will discuss high
capacity magazines or
the firearms that utilize
them should be allowed
in civilian hands. In-

Brendan McCabe / Dakota Student

McCabe practicing firearm safety while hunting.

stead, this article will focus on the aspects of gun
safety and responsibility that everyone should
see as common ground,
though it is rarely flashy
enough to be covered in
a story on the evening
news.
With over 30,000 accidental shootings reported to the CDC every year, I can’t say this
bout of absentmindedness is an isolated occurrence. People can bicker
back and forth about the
pros and cons of banning a gun that holds 30
rounds of ammunition,
but I am certain such
features play almost no
role in that statistic.
The majority of these
shootings occur from a
single errant shot, typically fired by mistake.
Claiming,
“I
didn’t
know the gun was loaded,” is not going to heal
the gunshot wound inflicted by carelessness.
While it can be an
incredibly exciting and
rewarding experience to
take someone shooting
for the first time, these
new shooters are often
the most dangerous.

People who have never
handled a firearm typically have very little respect for them.
I have had new shooters ask me, “Why can’t I

stricting firearm laws
that have been drafted
become law, they will
not outlaw firearms
completely. Many people who approve of

may succeed in never
laying a finger on a firearm in their lives, but in
a country where there
are more guns than people, odds are almost ev-

“...upon taking it from him I noticed that
the gun had been on fire the entire time.
One unintended pull of the trigger would
have ended my life that day.”
Brendan McCabe
point the gun at you? It
isn’t even loaded.”
It’s this kind of rationale that gets people
killed. The golden rule
of gun safety is to treat
every firearm as if it
were loaded, and to never point a firearm at anything you do not intend
to shoot. The remaining,
equally important rules
of safe firearm handling
can be found at www.
nssf.org.
Even if the most re-

these laws are still all
right with the possession of hunting guns,
which means firearms
in some form or another
will still be around indefinitely.
Because of this, it
is irresponsible for an
American to not know
how to safely handle a
firearm. There are many
people who go through
life believing guns are
evil and that they will
never touch one. Some

eryone in the U.S. will
come into contact with a
firearm at some point in
their life.
The fact is that in
America, it is completely negligent to not know
how to safely handle a
firearm, even if you never intend to use one. It is
much safer to have that
knowledge and never
use it than display ignorance if the situation
arises.
In their day-to-day

lives, many people do
not use a table saw, a
ladder, a drill or even a
large kitchen knife, this
includes myself, but
these are all tools that
can be dangerous if used
incorrectly. They are
common enough that
one can argue everyone
should know how to
properly use them.
At the end of the day,
a firearm is a tool. While
many people see them
only as deadly weapons,
when in the right hands,
they are no more dangerous than any other
tool. If all of the proper
protocols for gun safety
were followed, 30,000
accidental
shootings
could be a thing of the
past.
No matter if you love
guns with all your heart
or would prefer to see
them all melted down
for scrap, it is essential
that people know and
respect the laws of gun
safety.

P

Brendan McCabe is a copy editor for
The Dakota Student. He can be reached
at brenden.mccabe@und.edu
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Being at the mercy of legislators
Dave Owen
Dakota Student
So in yet another issue of ridiculous laws,
the legislature had the
ability to overturn a law
which by all accounts is
a violation of the separation of church and state
as established by the First
Amendment, the so called
“Blue Laws.”
For those unaware, a
blue law is a law regulating the ability for a business to partake in a regular activity as a result of
the activity either going
against a sacred tenant of
a religion, or essentially
mandating that a business
must be closed during a
holy or sacred period, to
allow time off for the presumed majority who participate in the faith.
In North Dakota, we
currently have what has
been described as perhaps
the strictest blue laws in
the nation by many pundits and critics which
disallows all but a small
portion of businesses to
be open before noon on a
Sunday.
The reasoning for
these laws is to support
the Christian tradition
that Sunday is a holy day,
and that Sunday service
typically begins at around
9 a.m., and can start as
early as 6 a.m. in some
places, or as late as 10:45
a.m., so laws must exist

to allow for individuals to
attend their worship.
While this sounds
questionable in theory, as
it forces secular, Christian
and non-Christian business owners to acknowledge and support a faith
at the expense of their
own revenues/beliefs, it
also violates the endorsement clause of the first
Amendment, which states
that a government cannot provide endorsement

not forcing protectionism
of other religions onto
non-Christians.
As of the time of writing this article the votes
were tallied with 48 in favor of repealing the law,
with 46 against, and as a
result this unconstitutional legislation, much like
the
anti-homosexuality
portion of the North Dakota Constitution remains
law, law which has no legal standing, and law that

to follow the U.S. Constitution on this issue, or
should a business owner
be convicted of the Class
B misdemeanor [the same
as a DUI for those playing at home], it would
cost them anywhere from
half a million to a million
dollars to force North Dakota to comply with existing federal law. This as a
system, promotes people
to simply plea guilty and
pay the fine [$500 give or

ately pass a new law with
a difference of one word,
and the multi-million dollar process would begin
anew.
In short, we the people
have no way to force the
legislature to follow the
constitution, since there is
no penalty for non-compliance, so long as the majority continues to re-elect
these people.
Lastly, this is not a hypothetical conversation,

“Our only hope is to remove these legislators who
would stomp on civil liberties, which seems unlikely
when a law benefits the majority at the expense of a
minority...”
Dave Owen
for any major religion, or
support preferentially one
religion over another.
Unless the state legislature chose to mandate
business close and electricity shut off on Saturday’s off for those of the
Jewish faith, or business
to play a very loud horn
on and close for 15 minute intervals four times
a day to Muslims with a
sign denoting the direction towards Mecca, than
clearly the government is
supporting one religion
over another, and forcing
Christian protectionism
onto these people, while

cannot be enforced, but
law nonetheless.
If the repeal didn’t
pass this would moves
us once again into the
conversation we desperately need to have about
the American legal system as a whole, that there
must be a mechanism for
those adversely affected
by a law which violates
the Constitution to sue,
without having to already
have sufficient resources
that the law has no tangible impact on them.
As an example, should
someone want to force
the state of North Dakota

take], rather than have the
protections guaranteed by
our government actually
given to them.
Furthermore, due to
the concept of state sovereign immunity, North
Dakota could not be compelled to financially compensate affected individuals for damages wrought
as a direct result of this
law, unless the state consented to do so, which it
will never do. Therefore
the burden of the million
dollar lawsuit falls solely
on the business. Further
disturbing, is North Dakota can then immedi-

as John Stossel has famously pointed out on his
television episode “Regulation Nation”, despite
a family being cleared
of all wrong-doing by a
court for the first counts
of the “crime” and therefore having their penalties waved, the agency
decided to continue fining
them for the same offense,
on all days after the initial
verdict. As a result, they
were forced to sell the
property, as they could
not afford to contest the
fine [$35,000/day].
We clearly live in a
broken system, when the

government can violate
the law as often as they
choose, while the citizens
have no legitimate redress
to the criminal actions of
the government, because
the government is immune to civil penalties. In
our legal system both parties pay their own legal
fees, which means whoever has more money wins,
which will always be the
government, for the intuitive reason that they
can simply fine you to get
more money for their illegal actions to fund the
case against you.
To summarize, we are
at the mercy of legislators
who clearly do not care
about the constitution despite calling for limited
government and a return
to original intent, and we
currently have no redress
against them.
Our only hope is to
remove these legislators
who would stomp on civil
liberties, which seems unlikely when a law benefits
the majority at the expense of a minority.
The great fear of our
founders “Tyranny of the
majority” has become a
reality, as a direct result of
our legal system allowing
legislators and governments to have no penalties
for passing or upholding,
unconstitutional laws.
Dave Owen is an opinion writer for the
The Dakota Student. He can be reached
at dowen123455@yahoo.com

President Trump is not backing down
Elizabeth Fequiere
Dakota Student
Since Trump’s inauguration, the President
has signed multiple executive orders, with little
to no legal review, that
have greatly impacted
international relations.
Most recently, Trump
banned
immigration
refugees to the United
States
from
Muslim
countries such as Syria,
Iran, Iraq, etc.
UND’s International
Center has released a
statement, “To our International Students: Please
remain in the United
States and do not travel,
even to Canada, until we
are able to determine the
actual ramifications of
the recently signed executive order.
Please know that we
value you and above all,
want you to feel safe and
to succeed at UND. We
will continue to update
this page and send out
messages to the listserv
as more information becomes available. Thank
you — UND International Center staff.”
As UND has made
clear, international students have a huge presence on campus and they
should never feel unwelcome here. And while
this act may be controversial and confusing,
the only truly surprising
part is that we finally
have a president who is
making good on his campaign promises.
He has changed so
much in such a short
amount of time. His first
week has started off with
a bang. Whether this
will be beneficial to the
nation is debatable, but
there is no denying that
Trump intends to con-

Photo courtesy of the pixabay.com
Sewing is one of the basic skills taught in Home Economics classes.

Donald Trump has recently issued a flurry of executive orders.

tinue to do whatever it
takes to fulfill his idea of
a better America.
The reasoning behind
the immigration ban is
obvious. National Security is always of the
utmost concern to national leaders and this
move could potentially
prevent of another 9/11,
but for a nation built on
the idea of immigration
this is a radical move in
a negative direction toward a future of prejudicial, discriminatory immigration practices.
Attorney General Sally Q. Yates felt similarly.

She defied Trump’s order and was fired and
replaced with someone
who immediately carried
out the President’s order.
If this is any indication, President Trump is
not above getting rid of
anyone who stands in
the way of his nonsensical decisions, which
will only create an atmosphere of fear and intimidation.
There have been airport sit-ins to protest the
immigration ban and an
increase in donations to
the American Civil Liberties Union. The amount

Photo courtesy of the official Facebook page of Donald J. Trump.

of friction is only mounting.
There also has been
global backlash concerning the new ban on immigration. Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault
tweeted,
“Terrorism
doesn’t have a nationality; discrimination is not
an answer.” A petition
with over a million signatures was created in
the United Kingdom to
not allow Trump to make
a state visit.
In
their
wildest
dreams, the Democrats,
and even most Republicans, never thought

Trump would carry out
the extreme rhetoric he
spouted on the campaign
trail. Signing executive
orders without any legal overview is reckless
and may even be seen as
an abuse of power. It’s
times like these where
the checks and balances
built into our federal system were created.
Thomas
Jefferson
said, “The constitutional freedom of religion
[is] the most inalienable
and sacred of all human
rights.”
The
Constitution
of the United States of

America expressly grants
the freedom of religion
to each and every citizen. To deny this right to
incoming immigrants is
immoral and unconscionable.
It’s unclear what
Trump’s next move will
be but he is operating
as a one-man show with
no decelerator. One can
only hope that there are
no fatal repercussions to
his choices.
Elizabeth Fequiere is an opinion writer
for The Dakota Student. She can be
reached at elizabeth.fequiere@und.edu

6 | Opinion

Truth and reconciliation
#6 - Sticks and stones can break your bones - but words can break your spirit

Dakota Student / File Photo

The American Indian Center oﬀers support to enhance the education and experience of Native American students at UND.

Hannah Balderas
and Luis Calvo
Contributing Writers
Remember your first
Welcome Weekend? Students being dropped off
at the residence halls,
meeting
their
roommates, attending various events, and maybe
even attending a college
party for the first time.
Students are balancing
between nervous yet excited for what the year
will bring. But, it is not
always just nervous excitement for all students.
Hannah Balderas, coauthor of this article, is
a senior here at The University of North Dakota,
majoring in psychology/
pre-med. Initially, she
came to UND because it
was the only college in
North Dakota that offered the major in which
she was interested at the
time. Her heritage is Arikara, Santee Sioux, Little
Shell Anishinaabe, Mexican-American, Irish and
Italian.
“I recall my first big
day of being on campus
and assuming that UND
was going to be my new

home, where I would
continue my education. I
remember being called to
go to the Memorial Stadium to take a class picture, Balderas said. “As
I was making my way to
a seat, a UND Athletic
Sports member called
out to me using the word
‘squaw.’”
For those of you who

said. “When I was alone,
I cried and contemplated
whether I should stay at
UND. It was, after all,
my first official day here
on campus and I felt so
disrespected. I decided
to stay because I knew
there were other Indigenous students in the
same situation. In other
words, I stayed for my

them to also continue
with their education
when others made discriminatory comments.
An important takeaway from this incident
is that the name-calling
came from a UND student-athlete. Luis Calvo,
co-author of this article,
was a four year student
athlete and is majoring in

even charity events. With
the higher profile comes
higher
responsibility.
There are young children
in the community that
look up to us and it is the
student athletes’ responsibility to be aware how
their actions affect others.”
After the incident,
Balderas was self-con-

“When I was alone, I cried and contemplated whether I
should stay at UND. It was, after all, my first official day
here on campus and I felt so disrespected. I decided to stay
because I knew there were other Indigenous students in the
same situation.”
Hannah Balderas - student at the University of North Dakota
don’t know, it is a highly
offensive and derogatory
term to identify an Indigenous woman.
“Initially, I didn’t
know how to react because that had never
happened to me back
home in Twin Buttes,
North Dakota,” Balderas

people and used the insult to inspire me to continue to improve my education in and out of the
classroom.”
Balderas
continued
her education, took on
leadership positions and
while mentoring other
students she encouraged

accounting.
“I believe that student
athletes are leaders in the
UND community,” Calvo
said. “Student-athletes
take a higher profile by
having their names and
faces around the community through sporting events, media and
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The Dakota Student is dedicated to the free exchange of ideas.
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content reasons, except in cases of criminal or civil liability. The
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reflect the views of the writer and do not necessarily represent the
opinion of the staff of the Dakota Student.
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scious about her heritage
and was not as open, but
through the months she
embraced her heritage
and sought to know more
about who she is. When
asked if she had seen
this happen to her peers
she said “Yes, mostly on
social media, especially
during the school’s logo
transition period. For example, a friend spoke up
about the issues with the
Sioux logo and was verbally attacked by other
UND students.”
When asked what advice she could offer, Balderas responded, “Educate yourselves about
racially charged issues.
Get to know your fellow
students so you don’t

have to make assumptions about them. Ask
them about their culture
and heritage which is
part of the core of an individual to learn about
what is important to
them.”
Sadly, incidents like
this aren’t only happening here at UND. Just
last March something
similar happened at the
University of Wisconsin.
The incident involved
several students rudely
interrupting a healing
circle, a ceremony aimed
to support the healing of
Native American sexual
assault victims. A group
of students yelled out
stereotypical war chants
during the peaceful ceremony.
A member of the Native American Student
Association at UW –
Madison, Emily Nelis,
said, “It’s a good time for
people in the university
to wake up to these issues that are happening
to our Indigenous students.”
This article was not
written to single out
wrongdoers or ignorance; but rather with
truth and, especially, reconciliation in mind. Our
first step is to acknowledge what has happened
and then to realize that
each of us can change for
the better.
Perhaps just reading
this article is a start to
help heal and reconcile.
May each of us make a
conscious effort to approach one another in
unity, peace and respect.

Interfaith Week,
Bahá'í Conversation

|7

Stephanie Hollman
The Dakota Student
On Jan. 31, a group of
diverse members of the
Grand Forks community
arrived at the Red River
Room in the Memorial
Union for Bahá'í Conversation: Learning About the
Bahá'í Faith. Some were
Bahá'í, who had come to
engage with those interested in learning about their
monotheistic religion.
Most were a few students and faculty members who had come out of
curiosity. There was even
one woman who admitted
that she had a Bahá'í friend
and wanted to better understand the teachings and
practices.
Despite their reason for
attending, all members of
the audience were engaging, respectful of one another and open to the ideas
of a faith that they may
have never even heard of
prior to hearing about this
event.
The presentation is part
of UND’s annual Interfaith Week, during which
various organizations produce a series of interactive
events and presentations,
encouraging others to learn
more about worldviews
and different cultures.
Cheyenne Defender, the
presenter of the evening,
continually mentioned the
Bahá'í Faith’s emphasis on
the unity of all humanity.
Though a PowerPoint
and chairs were set up like
it was another informational presentation, Defender
created an open-dialogue

Cheyenne Defender presents a talk on the Baha'i faith during Interfaith week at the River Valley room in the Memorial Union.

atmosphere for the audience.
Before the presentation
began, she passed around
Oreo’s and Kool-Aid. Defender casually introduced
herself to some and encouraged conversation between
audience members.
“To me, being a Bahá'í is
not so much a label as it is a
way of life,” Defender said.
“If you’re striving to be a
Bahá'í, you’re looking at
yourself all the time so that
you can reflect your good
qualities onto others.”
Questions were asked
about the monotheistic religion before Defender started her presentation, titled
“11 Basic Principles of the

Bahá'í Faith."
According to Defender,
the principles of the faith
are centered in their belief
in the spiritual unity of all
humankind, and that we
discover more about spirituality through the Independent Investigation of
Truth. The latter is the belief
all humankind is born with
the power and responsibility to constantly seek and
recognize truth, rather than
follow others blindly.
A central tenet of Bahá'í
belief that differs from
other religions is the harmony between science and
religion. Described by Defender as a “research-based
faith,” Bahá'ís believes faith

and reason should align,
rather than conflict. One
without the other would be
harmful to humanity, and
cause either materialism or
superstition.
Defender also spoke
about Bahá'í practices that
make it similar to other
beliefs; like how Catholics have Sunday school,
the Bahá'í have a principle
of “Universal Education.”
This compulsory education is different because in
addition to promoting students’ spiritual and moral
side, a good foundation of
academic knowledge is emphasized as well.
However, the spiritual
aspect of Bahá'í education is

not taught around the rules
of the religion as it is on the
importance of reexamining
their spirituality. Defender
was once a “Junior Youth
Animator” for a youth
group, and said that instead
of requiring students to
memorize dates and authors of texts, their job was
to guide the students to
build spiritual connections
with one another and ask
questions about how they
see themselves.
“The purpose [of Universal Education] isn’t to
promote Bahá'í faith,” Defender said. “It doesn’t matter what form, or whichever
one it is. It is to promote
spirituality.”

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student

Though she got many
questions during and after
her presentation, Defender
remained patient and answered every one of them
with the clarity and sincerity that the Bahá'í belief promotes. The event certainly
did what all of UND’s Interfaith week events strive
to do: educate others about
different cultures and religions, while also promoting an acceptance and
understanding of our community’s differences.

Stephanie Hollman is a staff writer
for The Dakota Student. She can be
reached at
stephshollman@gmail.com

Peace, love and meditation
Shelby Johnson
The Dakota Student

“If you are unwilling to give peace and
kindness then you may
leave,” said Lora Sloan,
a clinical psychologist
and one of the instructors of buddhist meditation and other meditation classes in the Lotus
Meditation Center.
Sloan said they accept all religions and no
one necessarily has to
be Buddhist, they just
expect people to bring
peace and kindness with
them.
“The Sitting and
Walking
Meditation:
The Values of the Buddhist Tradition” was
held Sat., Jan. 28 in the
Lotus Meditation Center
attached to the former
office of international
programs.
Slowly, the building
and it’s programs are
being evacuated because
the building, given as a
gift to the university, is
being torn down. This
news is heartbreaking
for all the people affiliated with the Lotus
Meditation Center.
Their spacious and
peaceful home will be
torn down within the
year. The group will
be forced to move in to
Swanson Hall’s basement.
The session started
with an emphasis on
finding peace, love, acceptance and generosi-

Daniel Yun / Dakota Student
Students and faculty meditate in the Lotus Meditation Center on Saturday, January 28, 2017 as part of Interfaith week proceedings.

ty. These are some of the
values of the Buddhist
religion. The group sat
on a cushion on the floor
or bench.
Sloan taught the
group how to comfortably sit, using the pillows to their advantage.
Sloan invited the group
to close their eyes. She
instructed the group to
not let their minds wander, to be present in the
moment.
She asked for each
person to “use your
breath as an anchor.”
Meaning,
when
the

mind starts to make up
stories, or starts to think
of the past or future, focus on your breathing to
bring yourself back to
the present.
During the walking
meditation, the group
focused on each individual step. Making sure
they feel the carpet beneath their feet and the
way their toes curl while
they walk.
Within
Buddhism,
meditation can be done
at any time of the day.
It isn’t necessary to put
yourself in a quiet room

with relaxing music, like
we typically imagine
with the word “meditation.” Just keeping
your mind in the present while you walk or
drive, not letting your
mind wander, is a way
to meditate.
Sloan
emphasized
that Buddhists concentrate on the present and
in the now. They are
not interested in being
anywhere other than
where they are. Sloan
explained how when
people walk, talk, drive
and sit in their day to

day lives, they don’t pay
attention to where they
are in that moment.
Buddhists try their
best to avoid this and
always keep their minds
on the present. The
group, with eyes closed,
focused on the present
and letting go of the
past.
Toward the end of
the sitting meditation,
Sloan instructed the
group to wish love and
acceptance upon themselves, those close to
them, people surrounding the place they live,

difficult people and every being in our world.
Buddhists value this
form of thinking and
practice wishing that
upon other people without knowing them or
their values. The Buddhist tradition focuses
on making their world a
more caring place and it
all starts from within.

Shelby Johnson is the features
editor for The Dakota Student. She
can be reached at
shelby.marie.johnson@und.edu
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Our best friends come to screen again
Ben Godfrey
The Dakota Student
Throughout
the
years, there have been
many
movies
made
about the relationship
between humans and animals. Pets, specifically,
have a special place in
our hearts and are a popular focus in a lot of successful films. “Marley &
Me,” “My Dog Skip” and
“Homeward Bound” all
come to mind. In my
opinion, “A Dog’s Purpose” meets the standards set by those old favorites and maybe even
raises the bar.
Directed by Lasse
Hallstrom, known recently for his work on
“Dear John” and “The
Hypnotist,” creates a
film that approaches the
human dog relationship
in an interesting new
way.
The story centers
around a dog who lives
multiple lives. This dog,
voiced by Josh Gad,
lives, dies and is reincarnated in new bodies and
new places but with the
same overlapping consciousness. With each
new life, he always asks
himself the same question: “Why am I here?”
The dog develops relationships with different humans in each of
his lifetimes. Each human, in different situations and circumstances,
illustrates changing aspects of our human condition.
Ethan Montgomery,
played in three parts by

Bryce Gheisar, K.J. Apa
and Dennis Quaid, is
essentially the main human character. We watch
him grow up as he experiences love, anger, happiness, disappointment
and loss.
In other lives, the
dog meets humans who
teach us about loneliness
and bravery, as well as
the good that can come
from breaking down
emotional walls.
I think the acting in
this movie is great, although, I’m certainly not
an expert on the topic.
Each human character
comes from a different
walk of life and acts accordingly. The thing that
struck me about this film
was that it shows the diverse nature of the people of our country and
what they go through;
that’s not something I
typically expect to see in
a movie about dogs.
Also, what’s interesting and sort of heartwarming is how the dog
in each of his lives can
form a bond with every
human who will open
up to him no matter
what the circumstances.
As far as the animals go, their acting
was great as well. The
dogs performed some
exciting stunts and actually seemed kind of
personified in their actions. There were some
great scenes of a young
Ethan running around
and playing with his dog
Bailey. They reminded
me of when I was a kid
and I would do the same
things with my dog.

Photo courtesy by Joe Lederer / Universal Pictures Dreamworks
Dennis Quaid stars in 'A Dog's Purpose' in which a dog discovers his purpose in life over the course of many lifetimes
and owners.

By the way, I should
mention nostalgia likely
plays a role in the way I
feel about dog movies,
but I know I’m not the
only one.
The design of the different settings is immersive and helps illustrate
the concept that while
humans’ lives may be
vastly different, a dog’s
love and companionship
remain constant.
The music by Rachel
Portman is well done.
If you aren’t tearing up
over something particularly emotional happening on the screen, the
accompaniment of keys

Classifieds

Leighton Broadcasting, A marketing company, is in search of interns for
every department.
From marketing and sales to on air broadcasting to promotional events.
If you are eager, cheerful and want to learn and experience what it's
like behind the scenes of a marketing company, we want to teach you!!!!
Please send us an email and tell us what it is you hope to learn by interning with Leighton Broadcasting, along with your contact information
and best times available to:
tmayer@leightonbroadcasting.com
Leighton Broadcasting
dba 97KYCK, 1310KNOX Cities 104.3FM, 95.7 The Forks, and Z947 is
looking for the next Radio superstar!
Experience helpful, but not necessary , we will train the right person.
If you're not shy, like new adventures and always thought it would be
fun to be on the radio, you might be the person we are looking for.
Send us your resume and cover letter to:
tmayer@leightonbroadcasting.com

Movie Review
and strings will surely
get you misty-eyed.
“A Dog’s Purpose”
currently has one of the
lowest ratings on IMDB:
a 2.9/10. It’s important
to talk about why that
is. A few weeks before
the movie’s release, a
video from TMZ surfaced showing apparent abusive treatment
towards animal actors.
More specifically, the
video shows a German
shepherd trying to resist
while being forced into a
turbulent wave pool.
I’ll admit, after watching the video myself,
it does look pretty disturbing. The public’s re-

sponse to this video was
obviously very negative,
prompting boycotts and
protests. One effort people chose to disparage
the film was to give it an
outstanding amount of
one star IMDB reviews.
In a letter to TMZ,
the organization involved in the handling
of the animal actors denied abusive treatment
and stated that the video
was edited in a way that
made it look malevolent
when it really was not.
TMZ denies any editing
of the video, saying they
posted the footage as
they received it.
Despite the impact

T

of this controversy (and
whether the accusations have truth or not),
“A Dog’s Purpose” still
grossed $18.3 million its
opening weekend. I really enjoyed watching this
film. Although it was
somewhat
predictable
and cliche, I’m a sucker
for nostalgia and emotional appeal. If you’re
like me, definitely go see
the movie.

Ben Godfrey is a staff writer for The
Dakota Student. He can be reached
at benjamin.godfrey@und.edu
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Let's "wing" it

n

The Wilkerson and Squires dining centers hosted a wing challenge where students could eat wings that gradually increase in spiciness.

Jacob Notermann
The Dakota Student
Things were getting
hot in the dining centers this week.
Since Mon. Jan. 30,
roughly 55 students
took part in the annual Wing Challenge
where participants eat
increasingly hot wings
throughout the week to
win a t-shirt.
The contest rules are
simple. Each day of the
week, the contestants
must eat five wings
down to the bone. No
time limits. No distractions. More importantly, no milk. The contestants are only allowed
to have water to cool
their tongues between
bites.
If a contestant finishes all 25 wings by
the end of the week,
their names are entered
into a raffle for a wing
challenge t-shirt.
With every passing
day, the chefs make the
wings hotter and hotter. Handling the heat
is the real challenge.
“They compare to
your local establishments like Buffalo Wild
Wings or something
along
those
lines,”
UND Kitchen Manager
Joe Kelly said.
For many students,
taking a heat-food challenge seems like an unnecessary risk to one’s
well-being. What with
a stressful day of classes, it’s nice to just relax

with a meal that won’t
intimidate you.
For some students, it
takes a little bit of motivation… from the food
staff.
“At
first
they’re
kind of leery, but we
talk them through the
concept of the actual
challenge,” Kelly said.
“They seem to get a little more relaxed when
that happens.”
Then, there are students who dive right in.
Logan Short is a
freshman from Mississippi and he grew up
on a spicy-southern
cuisine.
“The spicier something could be, the
better it tasted,” Short
said.
Short has taken a
challenge like this before. In fact, he won
the t-shirt raffle for
the Chili Challenge
from last fall. To him,
the t-shirt was not important. He had completely forgotten about
the raffle until an email
told him he won.
To prepare for the
wing challenge, Short
emphasized the mentality it takes just to enter the contest.
“The first day, you
walk and just gotta
think about all the
spicy foods you’ve had
before and say, ‘This
isn’t gonna be that
bad,’” Short said. “Or,
if you’re a crazy person
that likes it, then you
think ‘this could be the

spiciest food I’ve ever
had and I’m looking
forward to it.’”
As
for
physical
preparation, it’s much
simpler.
“I just know that I
gotta be hungry,” Short
said.
Short’s excited attitude towards the challenge counters the attitudes of his friends.
Short
endlessly
attempts to have his companions join in various
food challenges.
“Everyone’s always
like, ‘It’s not that bad,’
and then I’ll try it and
probably die,” UND
freshman Liz Birch
said. “Everyone has
their own taste buds.
Even my brothers eat
hot foods, I’m just the
weird one that doesn’t.”
Her
roommate,
Heather
Lillystone,
joined in the challenge.
She does not possess
the same confidence
her friend and neighbor, Short, has.
Lillystone felt comfortable with the first
two days of wings
when the flavors were
Cajun bbq and Caribbean jerk. It was the
next few days she was
concerned about when
the spices really kick in
with mango habanero,
Asian fire and the final plate being chipotle
honey.
“If it gets uncomfortable, I’m not gonna
[finish the wings],” Lillystone said. “I will at-

tempt every day, but if
it’s too much I’ll say ‘no
thanks.’”
For those not partaking, students are
still able to enjoy the
show. All of the wings
are eaten in front of the
student body.
“It’s
just
funny
when they cry because
it’s too hot,” Birch
said. “They’ll be eat-

Daniel Yun / Dakota Student

ing something and five ron James of UND food
minutes later they say, challenges
‘Oh, there’s the burn.’”
“I’m gonna win the
Students who com- next year and the year
plete the challenge after that,” Short said.
have every right to a “I will be buried in
sense of pride. But for my Wing Challenge tsome students, pride shirts.”
may turn to arrogance.
After winning the Chili
Challenge
last
fall, Jacob Notermann is a staff writer for
Short is confident he the Dakota Student. He can be reached
will become the LeBat jacob.notermann@und.edu
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W/M Track & Field
@ Thundering Herd Classic
2/3 @ TBA

M Hockey

vs. St. Cloud State
2/3 @ 7:37 p.m.

W Hockey
@ Minnesota Duluth
2/3 @ 3:07 p.m.

W Basketball
@ Northern Colorado

2/4 1:00 p.m.

M Tennis
@ Sacremento State
2/3 @ 4:00 p.m.

M Basketball

vs. Northern Colorado
2/4 @ 2:00 p.m.

Big points on the line for Hawks

Hawks head home to face the St. Cloud Huskies for conference points
Jack Harvey
Dakota Student

For the third and
fourth time this season,
the Hawks will be looking
to tame the Huskies in a
pivotal NCHC battle.
The last time these
two met back in midNovember, both weren’t
playing at the top level
the program’s fans are
used to. The Hawks were
looking to stop a six game
winless streak while the
Huskies sat at 7-4 and
12th in the country.
UND was able to
take two games from St.
Cloud with a resounding
4-0 and 3-0 victories with
Shane Gersich scoring
four of the seven goals for
the Hawks.
Things haven’t gone
smoothly
since.
The
Hawks have gone 7-6-1
while the Huskies have
gone 6-7-1 putting them
in fourth and seventh in
NCHC standings and
having North Dakota
ranked 13th and SCSU
unranked in the USCHO.
com poll.
“You’ve just got to
try to stay positive and

get back to work,” said
Tucker Poolman,” You
can’t let it ruin the next
week. You’ve got to get
up and get back to work
and keep pushing.”
That’s not to say
the Hawks haven’t had
an easy schedule. This
weekend marks the fourth
time since Oct. 21 UND
plays a non-nationally
ranked opponent.
Over the season UND
has been pegged with
injuries from several
players. Brock Boeser
had to sit out for several
games
while
Cam
Johnson and Tyson Jost
were unavailable this
past weekend. The loss
of the one UND’s leading
scorers in Jost and the
starting goaltender in
Johnson was responded
well by the Hawks this
past weekend getting a
split against Colorado
college outshooting the
Tigers 88-43.
“We have to make sure
we keep taking a step
forward,” said head coach
Brad Berry, “because we
sure didn’t take a step
backward tonight (after
being on the wrong side

Nick Nelson / Dakota Student
UND men’s hockey forward Brock Boeser evades Omaha’s Joel Messner (left) and Mason
Morelli (right) during a game last season at the Ralph Engelstad Arena.

of a 45 save shutout).”
Things haven’t been
smooth for St. Cloud
State either. Since the last
meeting the Huskies have
yet to string together wins
with dropping one or two
games after a victory.
Unfortunately
for the Huskies, they
have been struggling

both offensively and
defensively
allowing
77 goals while only
scoring 76 this season.
To compare, UND has
scored 88 goals while
only allowing 67.
In the crease, SCSU
has had to rely on both
goaltenders. Combined
between
Jeff
Smith

and
Zach
Driscoll
have a combined save
percentage of .898 and
have allowed an average
of 2.92 goals a game.
Statistically,
UND’s
Shane Gersich still leads
the charge with 32 points
tallied with Tyson Jost
still sitting in second
despite missing the series

this weekend with 24
points. Brock Boeser sits
at 3rd currently with 22
points.
After getting majority
of net time this past
weekend, Matt Hrynkiw
sits at 1.39 GAA and
a .942 save percentage
playing three games so
far this season.
For St. Cloud, Mikey
Eyssimont leads the way
with 23 points so far this
season with 10 goals and
13 assists.
Despite a season that
is not up to the standards
of UND fans, the support
hasn’t
dipped.
This
season, paid attendance
hasn’t dipped under
11,000 since opening
night.
UND will be looking
to pick up key NCHC
points this weekend with
the first game Friday at
7:37 p.m. at the Ralph.

Jack Harvey is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jack.harvey@und.edu

Hawks look to force Bears to Hibernate
Jake Andersen
Dakota Student
The UND Fighting
Hawks
women’s
basketball team heads
to Greeley, Colo. for a
huge matchup with the
University of Northern
Colorado Bears on Sat.
Feb. 4 in a matchup
between the Big Sky
Conference’s top two
teams.
The Fighting Hawks
(14-7) come off an 88-69
victory over the Northern
Arizona
University
Lumberjacks, increasing
their BSC record to 9-1.
Behind a career-high 22
points from sophomore
forward Fallyn Freije,
the Hawks were locked
in on the offensive end,
as they shot a seasonhigh 58.6 percent from
the field, while holding
the Lumberjacks to 31.5
percent.
“I think the difference
was our defense,” senior
guard Makailah Dyer,
who had 15 points and
seven rebounds against
the Lumberjacks, said.
“I think this game
we played team defense
and that really led to
our offense and got us
going.”
With the victory, the
Hawks extend their win
streak to five games.
Over that stretch, they
have scored an average
of 74.2 points, while
holding their opposition
to 65.8 points per game.
Freije and Dyer have

led the charge with
their steady play with
Freije averaging 16.8
points and 9.0 rebounds
and
Dyer
averaging
15.0 points and 4.2
assists throughout the
win streak. That being
said, the Hawks are not
satisfied going into their
next game.
“We are happy, but
we can’t be content,”
Dyer said. “We have
to keep working hard
in practice. It’ll be nice
because we have a week
to prepare, but we have
a huge game coming up,
so we are excited about
it.”
UND coach Travis
Brewster seems to agree
with Dyer’s assessment,
especially
considering
the road ahead.
“Got a little bit of

work to do yet,” Brewster
said. “Obviously we
have some teams we
haven’t
played.
I’m
encouraged
by
how
we are improving. At
the same time, you
can’t take anything for
granted right now. We
have a tough road swing
coming up, three big
ones to play.”
The next big game
just so happens to be
against the Bears (18-3),
who are on top of the
BSC standings with an
undefeated record of 100. With such a record, it
comes with no surprise
that the Bears are red
hot, as they are on a
win streak of their own,
standing at 11 games. 		
Redshirt sophomore
Savannah Smith has been
a key to their success, as

Skiing
Boarding
Tubing
Buena Vista Ski Area
Bemidji, MN

www.bvskiarea.com

she leads the team with
16.1 points per game,
including 23.5 points per
game in her last four.
Smith’s
performance
has helped the Bears
outscore opponents by
an average of 13.1 points
during their win streak
and while they hope to
keep it going, this game
means more to them than
just keeping the streak
alive.
“We know last time
North Dakota came in
here and beat us,” junior
guard Savannah Scott
said. “We just want to
show them that they
can’t come into our court

and beat us.”
Scott
is
referring
to the 59-58 loss that
came from the hands of
now UND senior guard
Leah Szabla last season.
Szabla buried two free
throws with 1.9 seconds
remaining,
which
ultimately
gave
the
Bears the heart-breaking,
single point loss.
With the Bears’ desire
to defend home court,
Saturday’s
test
will
not be an easy task for
the Hawks, especially
considering that UNC
holds a 9-1 record at
home. Yet, if one half of
the season has revealed

anything about this UND
women’s
basketball
team, it is that they are
up for the challenge.
“We just got to play
each one, one week at a
time, one day at a time,”
Brewster said. “We got
to keep giving ourselves
a chance. This group is
getting better and that’s
the biggest thing that I’m
proud of them about.”

Jake Andersen is a staff writer for
Dakota Student.
He can be reached at
jacob.t.andersen@und.edu
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Making a name for
yourself when you get
to college is one thing,
but what about putting
meaning into a single
letter? At UND, “Q” holds
high value and major
promise. It represents
one of UND’s most wellknown athletes whose
lead his team on and off
the court to success.
A native of Brooklyn
Park, Minn., Quinton
Hooker has spent the last
four years dominating
up
and
down
the
court, setting records,
snagging awards and
most importantly staying
humble.
“He’s the Pied Piper,”
UND coach Brian Jones
said. “People want to
follow him because of his
infectious
personality.
He’s
an
ambassador
not only for the athletic
department, but also for
this university.”
Hooker has created
a name for himself
playing some of the best
basketball UND has seen.
He’s taken pride in being
named a Lou Henson
Mid-Major All-American
and a finalist for Lou
Henson Mid-Major Player
of the Year Award, as well
he was named the College
Court Report Mid-Major
Player of the Year, the
latter was voted by the
fans of college basketball
and was one of Hookers
favorite accomplishments.
“It’s amazing to see
how much support I have
from the people here
and not even that but
the people back home,”
Hooker said. “People are
still telling my parents
‘we voted for Quinton.’”
The contest was a
bracket-style fan vote that
started with 64 of the best
players at that level of
college basketball.
The basketball star
hasn’t let the accolades
get to his head, he works
on his game continuously
and takes pride in the
men he has on the court
with him.
“I have a lot of trust
and belief in my guys
and what we are capable
of doing, they’re my
brothers on and off the
court and I know they
have my back like I have
theirs. It just shows how
much of a family we are
here at UND,” Hooker
said.
The trust and faith
runs deep in the basketball
program, Hooker and
fellow teammates make
it a routine to attend a
weekly FCA meeting on
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Monday evenings.
“I’ve
been
going
religiously now for sure a
year and a half,” Hooker
said.
Getting
involved
as a student athlete is
important to Hooker,
and it’s something that
he wishes he’d done right
from the get go.
“Getting involved in
things sooner like FCA
or things like SAAC, the
student athletic advisory
committee,” Hooker said.

hockey forward Breanna
Berndsen said. “I met
him through FCA and
I can hear and see how
passionate he is about
his family, friends and
sports.”
The basketball team
has the most support
from the student athlete
community with players
from volleyball, football,
men and women’s hockey
and women’s basketball
packing the stands at the
Betty Engelstad Sioux

practice schedules and
travel times and other
activities off the court.”
Although now as a
senior, Quinton still looks
up to some of the same
people such as Aaron
Anderson who guided
him when he needed it
most.
“He got me into
SAAC my freshman year
and Aaron has a huge
influence on myself and
with other players on the
team, especially with him

“He’s a humble guy. The way he carries
himself and the way he speaks makes you want
to be around him.”
Breanna Berndsen - UND Student Athlete
“Just more involved in the
campus life is important.”
A common occurrence
when you’re an athlete on
campus is developing a
quick clique with your
teammates and it creates
a difficulty to branch out.
For Hooker FCA was a
great way to branch out
but his personality makes
it easy gravitate towards.
“He’s
a
humble
guy. The way he carries
himself and the way he
speaks makes you want
to be around him,” UND
sophomore
women’s

Center to cheer on Hooker
and his teammates.
While it’s important
to make sure you’re
getting involved in the
community, Hooker also
recalls the advice given
to him by his senior
teammates when he first
walked onto campus.
“Time
management
as far as being a student
athlete,” Hooker said.
“Knowing
the
plan
of when projects are
due, when you have
homework and tests and
combining
that
with

still being around and
helping us out,” Hooker
said. “He was that guy
that was on the poster,
you always saw double
A and how he handled
everything and stayed on
top of everything.”
As easy as time
management is to preach,
Hooker and Anderson
have seen proof that it’s
not as easy as it sounds.
“There was a time
after the game where we
had just gotten back to the
hotel and he stayed up for
three hours after we’d just

traveled two hours to get
back to our hotel after the
game and he just said ‘I’m
just trying to graduate,’”
Hooker said.
It’s easy to forget that
these high caliber players
are also students, and
they have the same tests
and assignments due
while also bringing pride
to campus through their
athletic successes.
So what are Quinton’s
keys to success?
“Take care of the
ball, following through
with our defense and
our game plan,” Hooker
said. “We’re one of the
top teams in the league
right now, defensively
and to hold onto that we
really need to stay true
to our principals and I
think that’s something we
lacked in the last game.”
Taking it one game at
a time as Hooker heads
into his last few games
as a fighting Hawk
thinking about the fierce
competition.
“Each game in the
Big Sky is huge, and it’s
always a great challenge to
beat Weber at their place.
Handling them here was
great especially back to
back years,” Hooker said.
Weber
State
has
always seemed to stump
the Hawks, and since
Hooker’s
freshman
year he remembers the

defeats just as well as he
remembers the victories.
“Losing to them in
the championship my
freshman year and losing
to them again last year,”
Hooker said.
“They’re
always that tip of the
mountain that you have
to fight through.”
So what’s in store for
Hooker after graduation?
“It’s a little different
for me because if I was a
student I’d be going out
to get a job but really after
the season I’m definitely
look to play professional,”
Hooker said. “From that
point I’m talking to Coach
Jones and the staff and
my family and seeing the
options that I have, and
hopefully I have a good
option here to play in the
NBA or go overseas and
play.”
It’s going to be a crazy
four or five months after
the season ends because
that’s when the real work
begins.”
With an open mind
and a bright future, he’s
ready to take on the
world’s successes.
“It’s coming, it’s on it’s
way.”

Allyson Bento is the sports editor for
Dakota Student.
She can be reached at
allysonmarie.bento@und.edu
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Quinton Hooker was voted by fans as the College Court Report Mid-Major Player of the year and was a finalist for the Lou Henson Mid-Major Player of the
year.

